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President’s Message
Dear Neighbor, 

 The 2018 -2019 school year is off to a quick start with a lot of exciting activity! Fall sports teams are in full swing, 
and winter sports will soon follow. Student organizations are involved with numerous service projects impacting 
residents near and far, and our theater programs have already rolled out productions of Godspell at Pascack Hills and 
Brainstorm at Pascack Valley to rave reviews. 
 The Board of Education is proud to announce that the district has received the New Jersey State School Prepared-
ness Award from the New Jersey Department of Health. In addition, our Special Law Enforcement Class III officer, 
Roger Caron, was a semi-finalist for the Lifesaving Award for his efforts in saving a choking student last year. It is in-
deed encouraging that district efforts to improve mental health services, enhance physical security, establish strong 
partnerships with local police, and develop proactive and reactive procedures have been recognized by the NJDOH.
 The district has recently approved goals for the year, which focus on further enhancing how we prepare students 
for their future in college, career, and life, and include wellness initiatives, instructional methodologies, and innova-
tive course offerings. Please review the goals on our website, pascack.org. 
 Additionally, 46 of our students were recognized this fall as Advanced Placement Scholars in several categories, 
with 16 students also recognized as National Merit Scholars with various distinctions.  These students continue to 
impress, and we congratulate them on their accomplishments. For the latest information on student recognitions, 
please visit our website.
 If you haven’t done so already, we encourage you to take advantage of all that our schools have to offer. Please 
take time to attend a sporting event, theater production, talent show, or other evening or weekend events. For a full 
listing, please visit our website and view the calendar of activities, and be sure to keep up with the latest by follow-
ing the district on Twitter @pvrhsd.
 In closing, this will be my final “President’s Message” as I will be retiring from the Board of Education after serving 
16 years as a member and 10 years as the president.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the board.  Together 
with our administration and staff, we have seen countless students positively impacted by the education they have 
received, an education that you, the parents, residents, taxpayers, and businesses, have supported.  

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Steinfeld

December 
5               World Language Honor Society Induction, PH, Auditorium, 7 pm
6               World Language Honor Society Induction, PV, Auditorium,  6 pm
12          Winter Concert, PH, Auditorium, 7 pm
13             Holiday Band/Choir Concert, PV, Auditorium, 7 pm
18            Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction Concert, PV, Auditorium, 7 pm
19            PFO Meeting, PV, Media Center, 7 pm
21            Noon Dismissal – January 1    Winter Recess – Schools Closed

January 2019 
2   Schools Re-Open
16-18   Midterms, PH/PV
21   Schools Closed, Staff Professional Development Day, PH/PV
25   First Semester Ends, PH/PV
28   PFA Meeting, PH, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 9 am
30   Tri-M Music Honor Society Concert, Auditorium, 7 pm

For information, call 201-358-7020 (PH) or 201-358-7060 (PV).

BOARD MEETINGS
December        January  
3     Regular       7       Regular/Reorganization
17   Regular       28   Regular
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Meetings are held in the Pascack Hills High School Auditorium, 
225 West Grand Avenue, Montvale, NJ  on Mondays at 8 pm unless 
otherwise indicated.  The public is encouraged to attend.

Honoring Teachers and Staff
Board member Brian Hallowell and vice president Janet 
Bissinger recognize Hills nurse Rose Welyczko as 
education service professional, Valley social studies 
teacher Ken Sarajian as teacher of the year, Hills 
mathematics teacher Kevin Killian as teacher of the year, 
Valley custodian Diego Giraldo as support person of the 
year, Hills executive secretary Barbara Palko as support 
person of the year, district executive secretary Luanne 
McGlone as support person of the year, and Valley 
guidance counselor Dr. Frank Andrisani as education 
service professional for the 2017-2018 school year.



Endorsing the Internship Experience
 A day in the life of a senior internship student is far from routine.  
For many it is, in fact, a steppingstone to the future.
 An interactive learning partnership between the high school 
community and the workplace, the district’s Senior Internship & Career 
Awareness Program is designed to help students increase their knowl-
edge and abilities in a select area of study and in the working world. 
The  shared experience that takes place under the guidance of an 
internship coordinator, a job coach, and a mentor at the internship site 
is meeting with positive reviews.
 “This program is great!” says Andrea Lewis, a Valley student and 
an emergency room nurse intern at Pascack Valley Medical Center in 
Westwood, part of the Hackensack Meridian Health Network of award 
winning hospitals. “I get to do things an upper level college student 
would do. I will have a huge advantage over other students as I enter 
college because of our program.” 
 The joint initiative offering internships with small  busi-
nesses and multinational corporations in Bergen County and parts of 
New York has become the premier internship program in Northern New 
Jersey. Available to senior students from the Pascack Valley Regional 
High School District, Park Ridge High School, and Emerson High School, 
internships are unpaid, the district covers liability, and the New Jersey 
departments of education and labor support the program. 

  In 2017 the Pascack Valley Regional High School District joined 
a national network of professional studies programs, The Center for 
Advanced Professional Studies Network (CAPS), which is designed 
to create rich and meaningful experiences for both students and 
partners. Programs partnering with the CAPS Network share best 
practices and connections with professional partners, post-secondary 
institutions, and students. This national program includes members 
from 38 school districts across 12 states. Developing relationships 
with business, industry, and higher education partners is critical to the 
success of the CAPS program.
 On the local level, the internship program is recognized for its 
diverse offerings.
 “We are very proud of our program,” says District 
Supervisor of Professional Studies Joe Orlak. “The PV-CAPS Network 
offers opportunities to engage in real world profession-based learning 
rooted in self-discovery. Students develop professional skills that 
will help them in whatever career they choose, which helps drive the 
district vision of innovation, inquiry, and individuality.
 “We are thankful that our business community and the Board of 
Education have given this program the resources,” Joe Orlak adds, “to 
provide students with unique, meaningful experiences.” 

Nicole Lieberman-Hartman, left, 
intern at White Oak Home in 
Westwood, with her mentor.

Knar Alashaian, intern at Pheel in 
Tenafly.

Rihanna Barry, intern at Threads in 
Westwood.

Jade Quesada, left, intern at Muah 
Make Up in Westwood, with her 
mentor.

Advanced Placement Scholars

Hills

Valley

 Hills and Valley students receiving top scores on qualifying tests have AP classes count toward college credit.

AP Scholars
 Molly Balsamides, PH; Rachel Brunn, PV; Jefferson Chen, PV, Jenna 
Chiavelli, PH; Kyle Chiu, PV; Joshua Cohen, PH; Elise DeBiasio, PV; Joshua 
DeLuca, PH; David DeScherer, PH; Ben DiPiazza, PH; Jeremy Friedman, 
PH; Matthew Friedman, PH; Jade Greenberg, PH; Samantha Haberfield, 
PH; Danny Jeong, PH;  Hailey Kraft, PV; Amber Leung, PH; Karoline 
Menze, PH; Shauna McLean, PV; Nikolas Michelis, PH; Elyse Migdal, PV; 
Sean Oh, PV; Benjamin Polson, PH; Eliza Romeu, PH; Jamie Rossig, PH; 
Rebecca Seickel, PH; Luke Sungela, PV; Sara Takubo, PV; Bryanna Testino, 
PV; Thomas Varano, PH; Kathryn Walsh, PH; Samantha Zaintz, PH; 
Zachary Zeller, PV; Lillian Zou, PH.

AP Scholars with Honor
 Bennett Bierman, PH; Jarrett Bierman, PH; Talia Boyajian, PH; Elisa 
Falanga, PH; Carly Haberfield, PH; Ryan Hudson, PH; Brianna Jacobson, 
PV; Joshua Kent, PH; Amelia Moran, PV; Michael Ruberto, PH; Matthew 
Ryan, PH.

AP Scholar with Distinction
 Gillian Herzberger, PH.



From Hills
Commended students shown in back are Bennett Bierman, Liam 
Landau, Rebecca Sieckel, principal Glenn deMarrais, Matthew 
Ryan, Michael, Ruberto, and Benjamin Polson. Seated are 
Stephanie Kim, Danny Jeong, Jade Greenberg, Carly Haberfield, 
Nikolas Michelis, and Jenna Chiavelli.  Jade Greenberg is also 
a National Merit Semi-Finalist, and Jenna Chiavelli is also a 
National Merit Hispanic Recognition Program Scholar.

The newly surfaced field at Pascack Valley is now in play.

District director of 
facilities Robert
 Donahue is onsite 
project manager for 
the renovation.

Valley Turf Gets Makeover
      Showing its age with more than a decade 
of wear and tear imposed by athletes of all 
stripes, Valley’s turf field, installed in 2005, 
was clearly in need of replacement. Voila!  
At spring sports season’s end, work began 
to remove the old turf, with care taken to 
recycle any materials possible for use on the 
new field. 
       Over the summer, the turf was replaced, 
and the field was open prior to the start of 
the fall sports season.  Similarly, Hills’ turf 
field, installed about the same time and in 

comparable condition, will be replaced immediately after the 
current fall sports season.
 Responsible for renovations and construction projects at Hills 
and Valley is Robert Donahue, the district’s new director of facil-
ities and capital improvements.  Serving as the principal liaison 
to the district architectural and engineering firm, he is the onsite 
project manager with direct responsibility for all renovations and 
construction projects.  In addition, he assumes responsibility for 
facilities management and supervision of maintenance and 
custodial personnel. Donahue is a registered architect in New 
Jersey with more than 16 years of experience in design, project 
management, and construction administration. 

Commending Outstanding Students
 Students are named as commended students for excep-
tional academic promise demonstrated by their outstanding 
performance on the qualifying 2019 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program test. Commended students place among the top 
50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students entering 
the competition.  Semifinalists continue in the competition for 
National Merit Scholarships, and the National Hispanic Recog-
nition Program identifies academically exceptional Hispanic/
Latino students.

From Valley
Commended students joining with principal Tom DeMaio 
include Joshua DeLuca, Luke Barden, Klye Chiu, and Sean Oh.

Faculty News

Dr. Sean Struncis, district 
supervisor of guidance/
counseling services, earns 
his EdD in Educational 
Leadership from Rutgers 
University.  

Dr. Frank Andrisani, 
Valley school coun-
selor, earns his PhD in 
Counselor Education 
from Montclair State 
University. 

Valerie Mattessich is 
the new district 
Supervisor of  English, 
Art and Libraries.  A 
17-year veteran Valley 
English teacher, she is
 a 1995 Valley graduate.

Shawn Buchanan is the  
new Athletic Director 
and Supervisor of 
Physical Education 
and Health for Pascack 
Valley. With Valley  
since 2003 as an 
English teacher, he 
is also student 
government advisor.

Argine Safari, Valley 
music teacher, receives a 
Fulbright Award.  She is 
one of approximately 35 
citizens to be honored 
with this award through 
the U.S. Department of 
State and the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Schol-
arship Board.

Kevin Killian, Hills 
math teacher 
and coach of the 
Pi-oneers robotics 
team, receives the 
Woodie Flowers 
Finalist Award. 
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Board of Education  

Mr. Jeffrey Steinfeld, President  

Ms. Janet Bissinger, Vice President

Mr. Joseph Blundo • Mr. Brian Hallowell 

Mrs. Tammy Molinelli • Mr. Kenneth Ralph

Mr. Arnold Scher • Mr. James Stankus 

Mr. David Steinberg

Mr. P. Erik Gundersen, Superintendent 

Ms. Pamela Baxley, Business Administrator/Board Secretary

Dr. Barry Bachenheimer, Director of Curriculum
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2018 marks the 15th year of the 
highly acclaimed 1:1 laptop 
program, in which every teacher 
and student is issued a 
laptop for learning. PVRHSD is one 

of 102 districts 
nationwide in

the Digital Promise 
League of Innovative 

Schools, a national 
network utilizing 

powerful learning 
technologies

to solve challenges 
and improve 

outcomes.

This year, there are 
23 community-
service oriented 
clubs in the 
district.

A dozen teachers 
won county, state, 
national, and/or 
international awards 
in 2017–2018.


